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union. Sigwart sutured 125 cases of perineal rupture with Michel’s 
staples; only two failed to heal entirely by first intention. The staples 
are placed along the perineal surface and deep catgut sutures along the 
vaginal lesion. Removal of the staples is simple ana painless by employ¬ 
ing a forceps, one jaw of which contains a hollow groove, into whicn the 
convex jaw fits. The hollow jaw is placed under the staple, and by com¬ 
pressing the handles the ends of the staples are separated and release the 
tissues. 


DISEASES OF THE LARYNX AND CONTIGUOUS 
STRUCTURES. 
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Regeneration of a Vocal Cord after Total Extirpation for Cancer._ 

Lannois and Durand ( Revue hebd. de laryng., d’otol., et de rhirt., 
January 9, 1909) report a case of a man, aged sixty-four years, from 
whom the one vocal cord was removed in its entire ligamentous extent 
and who was able to speak eight or ten days after the intervention. 
They were able to watch a progressive reproduction of a new vocal 
cord so well that less than two months after ablation, interesting stereo¬ 
scopic photographs could be presented to the French Society of Oto- 
rhino-laryngology. The new cord was a little smaller than that of the 
other side, and a little less mobile, but it had the aspect of a true vocal 
cord and fulfilled its functions in respiration and in phonation. 

Intxanasal Tuberculin Reaction.— Lafite-Dupont and Mouljnier 
(Ann. da maladieede VorciUe, du larynx, du nez, et du pharynx, May, 
1909) describe their procedure for producing a diagnostic reaction of 
tuberculin on the nasal mucous membrane. An exudate ensues which 
desiccates and forms a yellowish crust reposing upon a congested 
mucous membrane, of which the extravasated red corpuscles cover 
the crusts with little hematic points. The experimentation was made 
upon one hundred patients, tanen at random, and a reaction occurred 
only in tuberculous subjects. The method is claimed to be as certain 
as the ophthalmic reaction, and has the advantage over the former of 
being innocuous. 


Epithelioma of the Rhinopharynx.-- Dupond (Revue hebd. de laryng., 
d otol., et de rhin., January 2,1909) reports a case of fungous epithelioma 
in a man aged fifty-eight years, who had complained for sometime with 
obstruction in the back part of bis throat and impairment of hearing 
in the left ear. He appeared robust and constitutionally strong, and 
had never bad any serious illness. The fungous growth was found 
completely filling the left side of the rhinopharynx and obstructing 
the left choana* the Eustachian outlet of the same side, and extending 
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down the pharynx to the posterior part of the tonsil. All surgical 
interference being contra-indicated, treatment was confined to topical 
applications with the tincture of thuja and of celandine, under which 
an enlarged parotid lymphatic gland diminished in size, while a similar 
carotid enlargement increased in volume. The patient was kept com¬ 
fortable for a considerable time with improvements and relapses, and 
finally succumbed to one of the complications common to malignant 
Thinopharyngeal growths. 


A New Pharyngoscope.—Utilizing the refraction of the prism, Harold 
Hays (. Laryngoscope , July, 1909) describes a new laryngoscope modelled 
on the electrocystoscope. The tube carrying the lens passes through 
a horizontal shaft used as a tongue depressor, at the distal extremity 
of which are two electric lamps which illuminate the pharynx and pre¬ 
vent clouding of the prism. By throwing the prism in the proper 
directions, the pharynx, posterior nares, Eustachian outlets, epiglottis, 
and larynx can be more or less satisfactorily examined. Instruments 
passed through the nasal passages such as Eustachian catheters, for. 
instance, can be manipulated under control of the image and seen in 
the pharyngoscope. The apparatus is much easier of manipulation than 
the Iaryngoscopic mirror. 


Lipoma of the Larynx.— Goldstein ( Laryngoscope , September, 1909) 
reports a case of his own of which a careful study was made before and 
after operation, and reproduces the records of twelve cases recorded 
by previous writers, illustrations accompanying the records in several 
instances. His own case was a double lipoma occurring in a married 
woman, aged thirty-three years. A globular growth occupying nearly 
the entire lumen of the larynx was removed with the cold snare, reveal¬ 
ing a second growth beneath. In an attempt to; remove this growth 
with the snare it became impossible either to cut through the growth 
or to disengage the wire. The entire mass, snare, tumor, and larynx, 
was pulled forcibly upward and forward into the cavity of the pharynx, 
and then the pedicle of the growth was cut through with a pair of long, 
curved scissors. By microscopic examination the growth was verified 
as a typical lipoma. 


Laryngostomy.— Jackson ( Laryngoscope , September, 1909) describes 
and depicts the technique of the operation as now performed by him 
after a personal experience of seven patients, the last five of which are 
reported in the paper. Six were cured, and one still remains under treat¬ 
ment, the duration of treatment having varied from five months to 
three years. 



